
UNIVERSITY TEACHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE
August 22, 2011
Horrabin Hall 1
3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

MINUTES
PRESENT: G. Boynton, R. Carson, C. Dooley, R. Kelly, C. Lapka, R. Lindner, R. Mann, M. Phillips, J. Richmond, K. Schiber, B. Sonnek.
ABSENT: L. Armstead, A. Baker, R. Gabbei, R. Foster, L. Neff, J. Orris, A. Reuschel, S. Saddler.

EX-OFFICIO: L. Barden-Gabbei.
GUESTS: None

I.
Minutes

A.
Approval of the April 18, 2011 minutes.
FY12 MOTION #1 (Sonnek/Boynton) Motion to approve the minutes from April 18, 2011. Motion approved.

II.
Action Items
A.
Timing for the Mandated Reporter Requirement

M. Phillips asked for clarification on the Mandated Reporter requirement. This requirement is an online test required by DCFS for anyone working in the schools. At this time it is required of WIU students before they participate in any field experience. The advisors are recommending that this be added as a requirement for TEP admittance. The link can be found on the CPEP web page at http://www.wiu.edu/coehs/cpep/clinical/mandated_reporter.php
More information will be forthcoming. Carson will contact the state board for information.

III.
Informational Items

A. ISBE Evaluation of FY10 Program Reports

ISBE has completed the evaluation of FY10 program reports. Carson sent the reports to UTEC members in early August by mail. Overall we did quite well. We have one program that has to appear before the board due to lower passage rates for content test scores. It should not be a major problem. The board is tweaking the format a bit; they are looking at ethnicity data at the unit level as opposed to the program level. We do have a program that has volunteered to participate in a trial format. Reports are due by November 30, 2011. Carson reminded members to keep disaggregating their data by components. 
B. Transportation Disclaimer  

Phillips informed the committee that a few months ago it was determined a transportation disclaimer should be on file for all candidates participating in student teaching, practicum, and field experience for legal reasons. This needs to be in place as soon as possible. CPEP will begin to require this in the fall. Advising has a form for students to sign when they first come in to meet with their advisor and it will also be on the student teaching forms. Secondary education students may not be aware of this until they see their advisor. The statement will say “I understand that I am required to provide my own transportation to and from pre-clinical and clinical/student teaching field assignments. I attest that when using my personal auto, I am covered by valid auto insurance that provides at least the limits of coverage statutorily required to legally operate my vehicle in Illinois and all other jurisdictions in which I travel.”
C. Anticipated Elimination of U.S. Citizenship as a Requirement for Certification

At the recent Certification Board meeting, attendees were informed of an upcoming change in rules for certification. Some institutions and school districts have asked that U.S. citizenship not be a requirement for certification. We need to anticipate this change as it could have some implications for our programs. At this time we are required by law to do an FBI background check so it will be interesting to see how this requirement will be met for non-citizens. Northwestern in Chicago has a high number of non-citizens in their programs so Carson will contact the university to see what kind of barriers their students encounter and where they are employed. Carson will report back to UTEC.
D. Unacceptable Dispositions – Implications

We have had an ongoing challenge with unacceptable dispositions. We have clearly defined our expectations, but we have not defined what happens when a candidate has unacceptable dispositions. This is problematic especially with someone that has reoccurring problems. The original intent was that feedback to the student would be used for remediation, but results have been inconsistent. Dispositions were intended to give faculty an opportunity to talk with students who might have problems, but we haven’t clearly identified what happens when the student doesn’t improve. We need a better definition of the purpose of the disposition checks. The judicial board is another mechanism in place to handle issues. 
Carson noted it is important to make it clear to the candidate as early as possible of any dispositional problems. If the candidate does not show improvement we should then be able to remove them from the program, if appropriate. We must clearly identify what is acceptable and what is not, and when to allow a person to continue in the program. We should make this a part of the redesign of the teacher education program and may want to tie dispositions to the teaching standards. We should look at other institutions to see what they use. NCATE wants dispositions tied to behaviors. A suggestion was made to have a committee under this body to bring forth recommendations. The dispositions, major categories, and information on syllabi along with discussion across all the components would be helpful. This will be part of the redesign and it should measure dispositions in field experience and methods. 
E. CPEP Report
The IACTE conference in Champaign on October 28 will be discussing different strategies for basic skills and TPA tests. 
F. SEDG Report 
No report.
IV.
Other

The state basic skills requirement is creating all kinds of interesting problems. There is an increase in people who are pretty desperate to pass the test. This is showing some cracks in our foundation such as when programs do not require candidates to be admitted to TEP until they are going to student teach, but they are not able to pass the basic skills test. At that time the issue becomes passing the test, and candidates cannot take EIS 401 without first passing the test. As a result, candidates must then take an additional semester for one class. In the past we had talked about making admittance to TEP a requirement before taking EIS 302. When we look at our redesign we need to resolve all of these issues. 
Dooley has invited students who must pass the test to an informational meeting on August 31. It is unclear how many will attend, but there is only room for 24 students. Eventually we want to be proactive and catch the students before they take the test the first time. This is high stakes and the test is not easy to pass. Please encourage your students to study before taking the test. There are numerous links on CPEP website for test preparation.  

V.
Miscellaneous Dates to Remember
A. UTEC on Monday, September 19 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in HH 1
B. NCATE Accreditation Visit – Sunday, November 6th through Tuesday, November 8th 

C. Program Redesign meeting on Monday, August 29 from 3:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in HH 1

FY12 MOTION #2 (Sonnek/Dooley) Motion to approve adjourn the meeting. Motion approved.
